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Teaching Assignments Set  

The staffing assignments for the 

2009 -2010 school year have 

been set as the faculty collabo-

ratively worked to determine the 

placements that would most ef-

fectively meet the needs of our 

children.  

Kindergarten/Pre 1st ð Ginny 

Albro.  

Grade 1ð Lori Elwell  

Grade 2ð John Ulrich  

Grade 2/3 ð Laura Boudreau 

Grade 3ð Nelle Knapp 

Grade 4ð Kathleen Backus 

Grade 5ð Denise Sklepowicz  

Grade 6ð Pat Gibbons 

Instructional Design Changes  

In an effort to continually seek 

ways to better serve our chil-

dren, the staff will be working 

on some new concepts in instruc-

tional design for the 2009 -2010 

school year.  The most innova-

tive change will be occurring in 

grades 4 and 5 where Kathleen 

Backus and Denise Sklepowicz 

will be instituting a òloopingó 

model.  In the work we have 

done, there is consistent feed-

back on the value of teachers 

having two years with children 

and parents.  This longer time 

span permits children, parents, 

and teachers to build stronger 

ties thereby enhancing the over-

all effectiveness of instruction. 

With this plan, the children as-

signed to Ms. Backus this fall in 

grade 4 will remain with her the 

following year as they move to 

grade 5.  In that following year, 

Mrs. Sklepowicz will loop back 

to grade 4 where she will remain 

with this group of students for 

two years.   

Multi - Age Program Available  

Mrs. Boudreau will continue to 

work with a multi -age class-

room.  For the 2009 -2010 

school year, she will be doing 

this work in a grade 2 -3 set-

ting.  This will afford a multi -

age concept for those younger 

children who benefit from a 

program that permits more 

developmental flexibility.  

Alignment Difficult in Small 

School 

 While there are countless 

benefits to a small school, our 

size does tend to limit options 

and flexibility for children, 

parents, and staff.  The faculty 

at NBGS works very hard each 

year to set a program which 

affords as many options as 

possible in an effort to ensure 

a successful experience for 

each of our children.   
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The Library Joins in Celebrating 

National Peace Corps Week  

 

National Peace Corps week was 
celebrated February 23rd through 
March 2nd.   In recognition of the 
important work performed by the 
Peace Corps,  Mrs. Scieszka, NBGS 
Librarian, shared her slides of 
Africa to all the classes at NBGS.  
Mrs. Scieszka was a Peace Corp 
volunteer for two years working in 
Lesotho.   

Library Website Continues to 
Expand 

The NBGS Library Website contin-

ues to expand establishing itself as 

a useful tool for our students, par-

ents, and staff.  The Library web-

page is accessible from the North 

Bennington Graded School home 

page by clicking on the òLibrary 

Linkó found on the left hand side of 

the page.   

 

SVSU Selects New  

Superintendent  

 

At the SVSU meeting on Monday, 

March 30th, the SVSU Board ap-

pointed Catherine McClure as the 

new Superintendent of the South-

west Vermont Supervisory Union.  

Ms. McClure is currently the Direc-

tor of Compensatory Education for 

the SVSU.  She will begin her new 

duties on July 1, 2009.   

News from 

the NBGS 

Library  

NBGS Voters Support Budget and Elect 

New Board Member  
Budget Adopted  

On Tuesday, 

March 3rd 

the voters 

of North 

Bennington 

Graded 

School voted in favor of the 

proposed 2009 -2010 budget 

by a count of 169 -44.  The 

budget which totals 

$2,024,724 reduces expendi-

tures from the previous year 

by $134,654 or about 6.2%.  

New Board Member  

 Selected.  

At the annual district -wide vote 

residents of the North Benning-

ton Graded School elected 

Glenn Chaney and Bill Peacock 

to the Prudential Committee.  

Mr. Chaney will be a new mem-

ber to the Prudential Commit-

tee.  He was elected to a three 

year term defeating incumbent 

Prudential Committee member 

Dan Taub by a vote of 106 -65.  

Bill Peacock ran unopposed to 

fill the vacant two year seat on 

the Prudential Committee.   At 

its annual reorganization meet-

ing held on Thursday, March 

12th Ray Mullineaux was re-

elected as Chair, and JJ Wil-

liams was selected as Vice Chair 

of the Prudential Committee.  

NEXT PRUDENTIAL COMMIT-

TEE MEETING IS THURSDAY, 

APRIL 9TH AT 7:00 P.M. IN 

THE SCHOOL LIBRARY  



Important Dates at 

NBGS 
Thursday, April 9th -   Regular Meeting of  

 NBGS Prudential Committee at 7:00  

 p.m. in the Library  

Thursday April 9th and Friday, April 10th -
 Conference Days.  Dismissal at  

 11:30 a.m. 

Monday, April 13th ð Friday, April 17th -  

 Spring Break ð No Classes 

Tuesday, April 21st and Thursday April 
 23rd -  Kindergarten Registration  

Thursday, April 23rd -   MAUMS Open House  

 for 6th grade students at 6:30 p.m.  

Tuesday, April 28th -   Bike Safety Program  

 sponsored by the Bennington Police  

 Department  

Wednesday, April 29th - K-2 Concert at 5:30 

 p.m. 

Friday, May 1st -  5th and 6th Grade Field  

 Trip to Montpelier.  

Tuesday, May 5th ð NBGS Spring Concert at  

 6:30 p.m. 

Check out the NBGS Website for dates and 
event information!  

 

Safe Routes to School Update  

Under the leadership of Lori Elwell and Laura 

Boudreau NBGS continues to actively partici-

pate in the Safe Routes to School Program, 

and is looking to continue its participation into 

the next school year.  The grant program next 

year will permit NBGS to work cooperatively 

with the village officials to plan and initiate 

infrastructure improvements that will encour-

age safe walking and bicycling activities.  If 

the application is successful these projects 

would be funded entirely by revenues from 

the grant.  

 

Bicycle Safety A Focus This 

Spring  

Bike safety will be a focus of the 

SRTS program this spring.  As part of this 

initiative, in cooperation with the Benning-

ton Police Department each child at NBGS 

will be issued a bicycle helmet.   

Whatõs Happening at North Bennington Graded School 

NBGS Students Participate in Regional Art 

Show 

NBGS students under the direc-

tion of Adrian Sweeney partici-

pated in the òArt From the 

Schoolsó regional show at the 

Southern Vermont Arts Center in 

Manchester, VT.   Over 30 stu-

dents from NBGS had work on display during 

this month long regional art show.  

Samples of NBGS Art on Display at the 

Southern Vermont Arts Center  

 

2009 NBGS Science Fair  

The gymnasium of NBGS was converted into a 
Science Laboratory on Thursday, March 26th 
as students and staff put a vast array of scien-
tific experiments on display.  
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Mrs. Boudreauõs Students Share Their 
Dinosaur Projects With Other Classes  

 

 

Alash, The Tuvan Throat Singers, Share 

Their Unique Music with the Students of 

NBGS 

 

Kindergarten Registration is set for April 

21st and 23rd.  If you have any ques-

tions, please contact the school office at 

442 - 5955.  


